A day in 2889 of an S
American Journalist

Supplementary

Jules Verne 7

This story speaks about the people of the twenty-ninth century who live in fairyland.

Surfeited as they are with marvels, they are indifferent to the presence of each new

marvel. To them all seem natural.

The year is 2889, the
date 25" July and the -
place is the office block
of the Managing Editor
of the Earth Herald, the
world’s largest newspaper.
In this futuristic story written in 1889,
the writer describes how he visualizes the
world a thousand years later — a world
of technological advancements where
newspapers are not printed but ‘spoken’

Read the following excerpt for a glimpse
of this future world.

That morning Francis Bennett awoke
in rather a bad temper. This was eight days
since his wife had been in France and he
was feeling a little lonely. As soon as he
awoke, Francis Bennett switched on his
phonotelephote whose wires led to the
house he owned in the Champs-Elysees.
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The telephone, completed by the
telephote, is another of our time’s
conquests! Though the transmission of
speech by the electric current was already
very old, it was only since yesterday that
vision could also be transmitted. A
valuable discovery, and Francis Bennett
was by no means the only one to bless its
inventor when, in spite of the enormous
distance between them, he saw his wife
appear in the telephotic mirror. ‘Francis
... dear Francis!...

His name, spoken by that sweet voice,
gave a happier turn to Francis Bennett’s
mood. He quickly jumped out of bed and
went into his mechanized dressing room.
Two minutes later, without needing the
help of a valet, the machine deposited
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