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Learning Objectives

        Introduction 
The Constitution is the fundamental law 

of a country which reflects the fundamental 
principles on which the government of that 
country is based. It is the vehicle of a Nation’s 
progress. The concept of constitution was first 
originated in U.S.A.

 1.1    �The Need for  
a Constitution

All Democratic countries have a constitution 
that governs them. A constitution puts down 
certain principles that form the basis of any kind 
of a state that we as citizens, desire to live in. A 
constitution tells us the fundamental nature of 
our society. 

 1.2  � Making of Indian 
Constitution

The Constitution of India was framed by a 
Constituent Assembly setup under the Cabinet 
Mission Plan, 1946. The Assembly consisted 
of 389 members representing Provinces 
(292), States (93), the Chief Commissioner’s 
provinces (3) and Baluchistan (1). The Assembly 
held its first meeting on December 9, 1946. 

Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha, the oldest member, 
was elected as the temporary President of the 
Assembly. While the work was in progress, 
Dr. Sahchidananda Sinha died. Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad was elected as the President of the 
Assembly. Similarly, both H.C. Mukherjee and 
V.T. Krishnamachari were elected as the Vice-
Presidents of the Assembly. The Assembly met 
for 11 sessions along with 166 days of meetings. 
During the discussion,  2473 amendments were 
presented. Some of them were accepted. The 
Assembly worked through various committees 
and the draft of the Constitution was prepared by 
the Drafting Committee under the chairmanship 
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. He is recognised as the 
‘Father of the Constitution of India’.

�� To know about the making of Indian Constitution
�� To know the Salient features of Indian Constitution
�� To understand the Fundamental Rights and Duties
�� To know the Directive Principles of State Policy
�� To understand the Centre-State relations and the Emergency Provisions

Indian 
Constitution
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